nti-Saloon League helped Congress write legislation to en->Tce the amendment. Thus was born the Volstead Act, a com-licated and often ambiguous legal code. With 72 separate jettons, the Volstead Act was an attempt to synthesize the sst features of various state prohibitionist laws, but its con-•adictions and modifications of normal criminal procedures reated enormous administrative and legal problems.
Furthermore, governments did not give a high priority to nforcing Prohibition. The Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover ad-ninistrations committed a bare minimum of funds to enforce-nent; partly as a result, the Volstead Act was widely violated, lome of America's most notorious criminals date from this pe-iod. Bootlegging, moonshining, and speakeasies all thrived luring Prohibition. Illegal marketeers developed a strong black narket in booze, especially with drinkers willing to pay three :o four times the prewar prices for it.
Illegal alcohol came from many sources. Among the largest, note Aaron and Musto, was alcohol used legally in industry. The 1920s were boom years for the young automotive industry, and because many of the new cars were enclosed they could fc>e used in the winter. Their radiators therefore needed alcohol to use as antifreeze, and a portion of this increased alcohol production could be skimmed off and diverted to bootleggers. People also made much more beer and wine at home. "During the first five years of Prohibition, the acreage of vineyards increased 700 percent," write Aaron and Musto. "The grapes were marketed as concentrate in 'blocks of port/ 'blocks of Rhine Wine/ and so forth and came with a warning: 'After dissolving the brick in a gallon of water, do not place the liquid in the jug away in the cupboard for 20 days, because then it would turn to wine.' "
Despite the flagrant abuses of Prohibition, much of the public remained strongly in favor of it. The elections of 1928 returned heavy majorities supporting the 18th Amendment to Congress. But the economic collapse that began the following year changed the situation drastically. The bulwarks of Prohibition crumbled in the face of a disaster that so clearly overshadowed alcoholornnns Hpvplnnpd nolitical aims and fouehted in a retrieval system, transmitted or otherwise copied for or private use, without written permission from the publisher, except I ourooses of official use bv the United States government.ts sweetness
